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Challenges for better education in

developing countries

“The Millennium

Development Goals

(MDGs) represent a global

commitment to improve

economic and social

conditions in low-income

countries.

Capacity building is key

to promoting higher

economic growth, which, in

turn, is an important

prerequisite for making

progress toward the

MDGs” (IMF).

Low wages for

researchers and trainers
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Challenges for better education in

developing countries

“Scientific production, leading to development, in the wealthiest

societies is 50 times higher than in Sub-Saharan Africa! No African

university ranks among the world top 200!”
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Challenges for better education in

developing countries

Investment in research Production of

scientific publication
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• I want to do research involving PhDs and MScs / I want a well

equipped laboratory

• What do you think about these objectives / Our students need

good training to be excellent servant

• Can you propose a PhD student? / Do you offer training

opportunities at your university?

• This is a chance to publish in higher impact journal / I need to

secure my position

• What is your opinion? / the hand which receives is always

below

• What would be your contribution / what does the donor want?

• Impossible to get a good candidate here/ will you help setting

the right curricula?

Applying KFPE 11 principles –

Deciding on objective together

An imbalance dialogue



• I bring the money / I offer cheap labour cost for publication

• I come from a reputed university / how long will be using our

knowledge, facilities and enjoying the climate?

• Your family and friends are very nice / what does your

country look like?

• My students will stay 6 months year / ok

• We will download the papers for you / Can’t we do our own

literature search?

• We need to finish in 3 years / my dedicated students still

need a second job to make their living

• ….

Applying KFPE 11 principles –

Building mutual trust

Getting to know the partner
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Sustainable development =

knowledge + skills + awareness
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“Scientific production, leading to

development, in the wealthiest

societies is 50 times higher than

in Sub-Saharan Africa! No

African university ranks among

the world top 200!”
(Unesco, World Science Report  1998)


